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① What’s going well? What’s not going well?
② Did we reach our goals? Why or why not?
③ What increased over time? Decreased? Stayed the same?
④ What’s surprising? What unfolded as expected?
⑤ Which information needs to be shared with others?        
Who else needs to see this?
What’s Worth Visualizing?
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How Many Points in Time?
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Strategic
Operational
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Project A had the greatest gains 
after the four-year grant funding
Are Viewers Expecting a Story?
Ann K. Emery www.annkemery.com 










Which Format is Best for Each Viewer?
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TechnoServe, http://www.technoserve.org/blog/lasting-solutions-2016-impact-report
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30 page report 3 page summary 1 page summary
The 30-3-1 Approach
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Images for Social Media
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LA Times, http://www.latimes.com/la-ca-g-rise-of-californias-no-party-voter-20141026-htmlstory.html
GIFs
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Pew Research Center, http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/03/08/women-leaders-around-the-world/
GIFs
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Choose the Right Chart
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Icon Array
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Washington Post, Fired/Rehired, https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2017/investigations/police-fired-rehired/?utm_term=.03ad8d0979fc
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When every indicator 
has the same target:
When every indicator 
has a different target:
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Heat Maps
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Tile Grid Maps
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Tile Grid Trendline Maps
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Age ranges
Histograms
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Population Pyramids


















































































































…into Small Multiples Lines
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Website AnnKEmery.com
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DECLUTTER













Remove or Lighten Unnecessary Ink
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CLARIFY WITH
COLOR
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Brand Visuals with Custom Colors
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Brand Visuals with Custom Colors
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Normal Protanope Deuteranope
Color Vision Testing, http://colorvisiontesting.com/what%20colorblind%20people%20see.htm
Ensure Legibility for Colorblindness
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No Yes
Ensure Legibility for Colorblindness
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Test Your Colors
Purple 120, 29, 125
Green 0, 133, 62
Blue 126, 175, 204
Orange 235, 136, 28
Yellow 255, 222, 107
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Test Your Colors
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Pew Research Center, https://twitter.com/pewglobal/status/615519689901477888
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Saturate to Draw Attention
CLARIFY WITH
TEXT
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Brand Visuals with Custom Fonts
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Brand Visuals with Custom Fonts
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New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/30/upshot/forecasting-the-fall-of-the-two-hour-marathon.html?abt=0002&abg=1
State the Story in the Title
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Outer Ring is the ABC School











More of Our Students Need Free or Reduced Meals 
Compared to Students in Our District
Our School
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In our school district,
32% of students 
qualify for free (27%) or
reduced-price lunch (5%).
In the ABC School,
50% of students 
qualify for free (45%) or
reduced-price lunch (5%).
3 in 10 
students in our district qualify 
for free or reduced lunch
5 in 10 
students in our school qualify 
for free or reduced lunch




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































8am 10am 7pm 11pm
Peak Hours: 
10am through 7pm
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ABC University Library
Ann K. Emery  |   www.annkemery.com November 13, 2017
SLAC17 Keynote 51
ABC University Library
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Code: SELAC
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TELLING A STORY
WITH DATA
ANN K. EMERY
WWW.ANNKEMERY.COM
TWITTER: @ANNKEMERY
